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which he held himself to be entitled and to which, more-
over, he knew no one would deny his title. No one would
have denied then that the British Raj owed more to the
loyalty and sagacity of Salar Jung in the ordeal of the
Mutiny than to any single man in the highest authority
and position throughout India. He was prepared to provide
the immense sum of eight millions sterling as a permanent
fund for the maintenance of the Contingent in return for
the restoration of the Berars to the Nizam. It was no secret
that the necessary financial arrangements had been made
to give effect to his promise if the proposal were accepted.

The offer was so good in itself, and his own claims to
consideration were so high and valid, that the Regent was
very hopeful of its acceptance. In fact, he did not see how
it could be refused. The British Government, fully appre-
ciating the situation, also felt itself in something of a
quandary as to making a definite and positive refusal. But
the resources of diplomacy are unlimted. Lord Salisbury
evaded absolute rejection by representing that, with due
propriety, the request for the return of the Berars ought
to come from the Nizam in person, and not through a
Regent, and that it was consequently necessary to adjourn
the question until the young Prince came of age. Whatever
chagrin and disappointment Sir Salar Jung may have felt
inwardly he was too accomplished a courtier and too
thorough a gentleman to display any impatience or resent-
ment. He concurred in Lord Salisbury's view of the matter
and returned to India. Before the Nizam reached his
majority Sir Salar Jung's earthly career had come to an
end.

The worst features of the administration of the Trust
were not revealed till after the death of that great states-
man. During his life the Nizam's Government did receive
some payments annually, however variable, and the revenue
had not shown the abnormal increase of later years wHch
provided the means for official extravagance. It almost
seemed that it was realized that, after his disappearance,
there was no one left at Hyderabad with sufficient courage
and character to uphold the Nizam's rights. For fifteen